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CARNARVON POLICE STATION 

664. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Police:  

I refer to the ageing Carnarvon Police Station, which I visited last week, and to his budget decision to shelve the 
new Carnarvon police and justice complex planned for and funded by Labor.  

(1) Having recently visited the station, can the minister say that he is satisfied with the substandard 
conditions under which officers in the Gascoyne have to work?  

(2) Does the minister agree that these conditions pose safety risks to both police officers and prisoners?  

(3) How does the minister propose to remedy these conditions and with what urgency?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question.  

(1)-(3) My very good friend the member for North West has been talking to me about this issue for some time 
now. I welcome him warm-heartedly into the National Party and onto this side of the house.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We welcome the member for North West with open arms!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. The minister has the call. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I do not know whether the Leader of the Opposition wants to hear the answer to the questions; 
I am sure he does. The Minister for Police has the call. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: I would like to hear a commitment to replace the station urgently. 

Mrs C.A. Martin: Can we have one out at Fitzroy then? 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, minister. It was a subtle hint; maybe I should not be so subtle. I formally call the 
member for Kimberley for the first time.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: As the Leader of the Opposition almost certainly knows, I recently visited Carnarvon and 
did a tour of the police station there.  

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, minister. I formally call the member for Mandurah for the second time. The 
minister has the call.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I did not know it was the member for Mandurah; I did not hear what he said. 

I went all around the Kimberley and the north west and visited police stations, fire and emergency services, as 
well as the volunteer firefighter facilities. When I was in Carnarvon I visited the police station; of course I did. I 
would agree with the member that the police station is not up to the standard that I believe it should be. I also 
went to the site where the local shire would like the government to build a new police station. At the moment 
there is some conflict between the local shire and the police about where the new police station should be. I 
believe police and justice need to be together, and the police station should be next to the courthouse to enable 
easy transference of prisoners from one place to the other. I am working with the Attorney General in relation to 
any possible new redevelopment there, but until we come to a conclusion on that, I cannot give a positive 
answer. I am committed to ensuring that our police officers have the best working conditions possible.  

I am also concerned about the holding cells there, as is the member; I am sure he has visited them. They are not 
up to the standard that I would like them to operate at. To answer the Leader of the Opposition’s question, it is 
something I take seriously and it is something I am working through.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: There is no money.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: When the member was in government, she did not do anything really, did she? She did not 
make a positive decision. She took coppers out of police stations such as the Hilton Police Station. I am now 
getting letters about why am I not keeping police stations open. The former Premier knows the answer to that, 
because he had all but one copper leave the police station.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Because my friend the member made the interjection; that is why.  
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Ms M.M. Quirk: I was asking about money.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I notice the member has been very quiet on the subject of the new fire station. I wonder 
why. I have been looking forward to a question from the member about the new fire station in Perth. I hope I get 
one.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Leader of the Opposition asked a good, honest question, and I appreciate that. I assure 
members that I, the Attorney General and the police commissioner are liaising with the member for North West, 
and of course I have to liaise with the Treasurer, to see what we can do and in what time frame.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter: He hates you! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I think he hates my friend the member for Willagee, as do quite a few members on 
this side. Actually, none of us really hate the member; we love him! 

Mr A.J. Carpenter: It doesn’t worry me! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: He made a great decision after receiving some very bad advice last September; we really 
appreciate that.  

Mr W.J. Johnston: He thinks you’re an idiot! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think the member for Cannington is an idiot, as do most members on this side! 

To conclude my answer to the Leader of the Opposition, we are working on it and we will ensure that there are 
adequate facilities for our police and the people who are transferring in the justice system through the holding 
cells as soon as we can. Prisoners come there from different locations and have to be held there for a certain 
amount of time before they can transfer down to Perth. We will do everything we can in the available time frame 
with the available funds to address that situation. 
 


